
Minutes OD Low Vision Workgroup 

Date:  Feb 26, 2018 

4-4:30PM EST; 3:00 – 3:30PM CST 

Call Participants: Tim Morand, Olga Whitman, Sally Dang, Danielle Wilhelm, Patti Fuhr, Robert Ruggiero, 

Bethany Martinez, Karen Brahm, Lisa Chan-O’Connell 

 

1. White Paper update: the original paper was submitted to the FAC.  They have asked for a 

rewrite so that issues can be better understood by various chiefs, including where and what are 

problem areas.  Person class of low vision optometry is very small comprising about 6% of VA 

optometrists.  Because the number of low vision optometrist are so small, the accuracy of the 

numbers diminishes and a 25-75% quartile number cannot be determined. A rewrite is currently 

in progress.  Sally Dang brought up the use of VERA dollars received by low vision vs general 

clinic which she included in a paper she had to submit to her VA location.  She has agreed to 

share the paper with Patti Fuhr.  

 

2. Update on the Bioptic Committee: Headed up by Greg Hopkins.  Greg was unable to make the 

call as he was still in clinic.  There are representatives for each VISN except for VISN 4 (PA area), 

7 (southeast region), 12 (great lakes), 21 (sierra pacific).  If you are from that VISN and would 

like to participate please contact Greg, Lisa or Karen.   Bethany has volunteered to represent 

visn 7, (Augusta has a driving rehabilitation program).  Greg will contact Hines to see if they will 

represent vision 12.   Greg is planning on using the Low vision SharePoint to house all the 

information for the project.  If you do not have access please let us know (we’ve tried to make 

sure all the committee members have access, you would have been sent a link when given 

access initially).  

 

3.  Follow up to request for listing of Apps that can be used for low vision.  We also have a request 

for apps that may be beneficial for traumatic brain injury (visual field loss from stroke or TBI). 

Bethany will talk with the CAT people to see what they feel works well. We will put together a 

list of Apps that have been used by low vision and will contact the TBI workgroup to see about  

Apps for TBI, please send your listing to Karen (Karen.brahm2@va.gov) or Lisa (lisa.chan-

oconnell@va.gov).  
 

4. Low Vision Telehealth course available for COPE credit will be presented by Carolyn Ihrig on 

March 14, 2018 EST.  Low Vision Clinical Video Telehealth (CVT) Building the Low Vision 

TeleRehabilitation Team ; https://www.webcaster4.com/Webcast/Page/89/24007 .   
 

 

5. A question was asked about RVU’s for low vision.  There are calculated numbers by VHA support 

service center that comes up with yearly averages.  The issue is that these numbers include a 
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wide range of variability and are not accurate.  These RVU’s incorporate many variables (ex: low 

vision ODs, ODs with residents, ODs who do primary care and LV) resulting in a broad range.  

Currently there is no way to separate out the variables resulting in inaccurate numbers.   

 

6. LV web course – all modules are COPE approved.  We are looking to update the technology 

module (6), includes devices such as OrCam, NuEyes, Jordy, etc.  If you are interested in working 

on revisions for this module, let Lisa know.  
 

 

 

Our next meeting is April 16, 2018 (Tax Day!).  If there is anyone else that is interested in working with 

the Bioptic committee please email Greg Hopkins (greg.hopkins@va.gov); Lisa (lisa.chan-

oconnell@va.gov) or Karen (Karen.brahm2@va.gov).   If there are any agenda/topic items you would 

like to discuss with the workgroup, please email Karen or Lisa.  
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