
October 20, 2014 

4-4:30 PM ET  

 

Minutes from OD Low Vision Workgroup meeting  

 

Call participants:  Karen Brahm, Lisa Chan-Oconnell, Barbara Hetrick, Jennine Kirby, Olga Whitman, 

Greg Hopkins, Diane Lindsay, Gary Mancil, Bob Ruggiero, Brendal Waiss, Irene Yang, Ken Rose, Susan 

Goodfellow, and Michael Fischer. 

 

 

1. Continuum of Care Low Vision Course review  update –  Barbara Hetrick  

53 faculty on the course, 9 modules  

There are team leaders for every module 

2 co-leaders are needed for a steering committee **please contact Barbara if interested  

She will serve the role of a facilitator to help and assist the groups 

Still recruiting for steering committee group - it should not be overwhelming for anyone if we 

split up the team 

We should be assigned a program leader from ESS – still waiting for last 2 months  

There may be modules that need no work, some may need a revision 

Next time it needs to be re-accredited? COPE accredited for 3 years, original course was done in 

2009  

How do we do updates without budget?  Unknown, EES may be looking into it 

We want it to become an accessible course also for people outside of VA 

 

2. Updates on template – Karen  

Ongoing meetings with small group of ODs.  Working with Madison CAC to build the new 

template.  Will present to the group when finished. 

 

 

3. Updates from the field advisory meeting 9/14 – Gary Mancil  

OD/MD field advisory – virtual meeting this time, not a physical meeting, teleconferencing  

Looked at RVUs and how to use for physician productivity, no listing for work with LV 

rehabilitation  

Statement should be included in physician productivity report for LV or polytrauma providers as 

the system does not accurately track workload for these exams 

Quarterly report that was sent out several months ago had some inherent problems – one being 

that OD data does not include leave by providers (there needs to be a statement to that effect on 

the report) 

OPES – RVU recommendation be provided for part time or full time LV optometry  

OD/MD meeting – would like it recognized that high care be reflected in the data 

 

 

4. Sharepoint site for LV workgroup  – Last meeting there was a suggestion to develop a sharepoint 

site where we can post agendas, meeting minutes, documents, etc.   

We were told by Kathy Gernhart that our local IT should be able to assist in setting up a site that 

we would maintain access for.  

Questioned if anyone on the call has experience in setting up a sharepoint.  No one has.    

Lisa and Karen will look into this at their local facilities.   

 

 

 



5. Question on ring scotomas – Olga Whitman  

Pt with a ring scotoma whose central vision is 20/25 to 20/50, but functionally they are struggling 

tremendously.  Not legally blind based on visual acuity criteria. How many people would declare 

such patient legally blind based on visual field criteria (as there is less than 20 degrees through 

fixation). ?  2 degrees of ~8db intact with MP-1 

 

You could perform a HVF on this pt and document less than 20 degrees in central field to declare LB 

by visual fields  

There are calculations to determine visual field impairment value and visual field efficiency on the 

soc security website.  Link provided below: 

 

http://www.ssa.gov/disability/professionals/bluebook/2.00-SpecialSensesandSpeech-Adult.htm 

 

 

 

Next call:  Monday, December 15 at 4PM ET  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ssa.gov/disability/professionals/bluebook/2.00-SpecialSensesandSpeech-Adult.htm

