
October 17, 2011 

Minutes from OD Low Vision Workgroup meeting  

Call participants:  Karen Brahm, Lisa Chan- O’Connell, Tim Morand, Brendal Waiss, Olga Whitman, Sally 

Dang, Robert Ruggiero, and Michael Fischer. 

 E&M codes 

o There had been a few requests for low vision E&M codes since the last call.   

o Lisa sent out the low vision E&M codes again with the meeting reminder e-mail today. 

 

 Coding questions 

o An excel files of icd-9 codes and cpt codes that have been reviewed and accepted for 

use  were sent out with the April 2011 minutes  

o Some clinics would like to use more of a variety of codes, including prolonged care 

codes (99354, 99355) that are commonly used in the private sector 

o Coding for time/what are time allotments assigned to codes? 

o We will find clarification to these questions or possibly have someone with coding 

expertise join us on a call 

 

   Guidelines for Prescribing CCTVs and OCRs  
o Handout was sent out with August 2011 minutes:  

 VHA PROSTHETIC CLINICAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (PCMP) CLINICAL 

PRACTICE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRESCRIPTION OF CLOSED CIRCUIT 

TELEVISIONS (CCTVS) AND OTHER ELECTRONIC OPTICAL ENHANCEMENT 

DEVICES (EOED)  

o Clinics are looking for better ways to evaluate the CCTV and the OCR :  Time tests, wpm, 

reading comprehension 

 Can the person be an auditory learner? 

 What training materials are available for the OCR?  What is being used in BRCs? 

 We will contact BRCs to see what is being used for these assessments 

o Eye Pal  Solo  

 Being used in some clinic for auditory reading needs  

 It also has a keypad accessory that can attach to a monitor to provide a CCTV 

view 

o I Pad 



 How will this device impact low vision clinics 

 Who will be training I Pads?  

 Being used for TBI patients  

 V Tel equipment 

o The equipments should have been received in all of the clinics 

o No one on the call has used the V Tel in their clinics  

o There have been national e-mails on how to obtain license and access  

    

 Next 12/19/11 


