
Minutes:  OD Low Vision Workgroup  

Date:  Monday, August 17, 2015 

4-4:55 PM ET  

 
 

Call participants:  Karen Brahm, Lisa Chan-Oconnell, Greg Hopkins, Tim Morand, Olga Whitman, 

Bethany Martinez, Kristen Moyer, Robert Ruggiero 

 

1.  RVUs and productivity  - Patti is willing to provide a review on this topic and will join the next call.     

2.  Person class list – We are continuing our updated list of all ODs who are more than 50% time in low 

vision.   Please email Lisa or Karen if you are more than 50% time in low vision and we will make sure 

that you are on the list.  If Lisa has already emailed you back, you have been counted.  Lisa and Karen 

will divide the list of remaining names and email them directly.   

Reminder:  You have to be more than 50% to be mapped as low vision 

3.  Low vision exam template.  Thanks to our template committee:   Patti Fuhr,  Greg Hopkins, Tim 

Morand,  Bethany Martinez, Lisa and Karen.  And to Madison’s CAC, Sandy Tompkins for building the 

template.  Through a shared screen on the call, we reviewed the template so everyone had a chance to 

view it.  It is a very large, comprehensive template divided into sections to be more manageable.  There 

should be everything included (as well as built in “hints” to help the clinician with things like ROS) to 

allow for coding 9900s.  There is also a time statement for those who code on time.   

Sandy feels the best way to send the template is through an exchange message to CACs at the requesting 

sits through their VISTA email address.  If you are interested in the template, please send an email to 

Karen (Karen.Brahm2@va.gov) with your facility’s CAC’s vista e-mail address.  CACs at individual 

facilities will be able make adjustments to the template as needed.    

4.  Question about using consult codes?  It is not recommended to use consult codes, but rather 99000s 

codes.  The VA has an advantage for those using consult codes as the reports are supposed to link to the 

referral/consult thereby completing some of the requirements for a consult code.  The private sector may 

not have that advantage and is part of the reasoning as to decrease the use of consult codes.  

5.  ICD 10 codes – the proposed changes for the ICD 10 codes were placed on the low vision sharepoint 

site for the group to review.  There were no other changes that the group felt necessary to make.  We will 

submit this for approval and future use.   

 

Reminder:  Minutes from past calls are posted on the low vision SharePoint site.  If you’d like access 
to this site, please e-mail Lisa:  Lisa.Chan-OConnell@va.gov  and she will send you a link.   

Next Call – Labor Mapping and Productivity review 

 

Next Low Vision Conference Call: Oct19th -  VANTS  800-767-1750 Access code 94706 
 
 

mailto:Lisa.Chan-OConnell@va.gov

