
June 17, 2013 

4-5 PM EST  

 

Minutes from OD Low Vision Workgroup meeting  

 

Call participants:  Karen Brahm, Lisa Chan-O’Connell, Tim Morand, Brendal Waiss, Emily Becker, Gary 

Mancil  

 

1.  Low Vision Peer Review Project  

-on the April call, most ODs on the call has an interest in a LV peer review form.  There is no 

standard form available.   Initially the concern was raised by an OD who could not use the 

internal review that was used for general Optometrists at his facility because he is 100% low 

vision.  He was interested in a low vision peer review document.   

 

We thought that a useful project would be to develop a review form specifically for low vision.   

 

Gary clarified that these on-going reviews are actually called clinical pertinence reviews, not peer 

reviews.  Peer reviews are performed as a response to a problem.  The OD clinical pertinence 

reviews would contribute to the disease specific OPPEs (DM, AMD, GLC) . 

 

There are focused professional evaluations performed for:  1. newly hired clinicians and 2.  

Clinicians who have gained new clinical privileges 

 

There is a standard OD clinical pertinence review that should be available on the VHA 

Optometry Intranet site:   http://vaww.va.gov/optometry/, but 3 people looked for this form 

during the call today and were unable to find it.   

 

There is not a specific LV clinical pertinence review form available, although some clinics have 

been working on their own.  Lisa sent out 2 examples with the last minutes.   

 

Tim and Emily volunteered to review the content of these forms and try to consolidate them and 

make appropriate edits.  They will report back to the group next week.   We will meet again next 

Tuesday (4PM EST) to continue this discussion. 

 

We envision that when this LV clinical pertinence review is utilized, it will need to be completed 

by a LV clinician for a LV clinician.  If a site has only one LV clinician they may have to partner 

with another LV clinician in the VISN.   A VISN Liaison may need to be involved to facilitate 

this process.   

 

We will seek advice from Joan Sears and Patty Fuhr who have been instrumental in developing 

the current OD clinical pertinence review forms.    

 

We will meet again next week to work on this so Gary can present it at the Optometry Field 

Advisory meeting next month.   

 

 

 

 

Next meeting, Tuesday June 25, 2013 at 4 PM EST  

 

http://vaww.va.gov/optometry/

